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Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on Claims, made the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Claims, to whom teas referred the memorial of George 
W. Biscoe, ashing indemnity for the loss of the schooner “Speedwell,” 
in the war of 1812, have had the same, together ivith the evidence 
submitted in support of the same, under consideration, and now re¬ 
port : 

The memorialist represents that he was the owner of the schooner 
“ Speedwell,” in the year 1814, which was at that time a new vessel,., 
and engaged in trading between the port of Nottingham, on the Pa¬ 
tuxent, and the city of Baltimore ; that this vessel was captured in 
the Patuxent river in the course of that year by the British fleet, 
which had ascended the river in pursuit of the flotilla of Commodore 
Barney ; that after its capture the schooner was converted into a 
tender to the “ Royal Oak,” a British man-of-war ; and that she was 
lying off the city of Mobile, in the waters of the United States, at the 
date of the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty of peace between 
the United States and Great Britain, on the-day of February, 
1815. 

The claim is made under the first article of that treaty of peace. 
The clause or portion of the article upon which it is founded, is in the 
following words: “All territory, places, and possessions whatsoever 
taken by either party from the other, shall he restored without delay, 
and without causing any destruction or carrying away any of the 
artillery originally captured in the said forts or places, and which 
shall remain therein upon the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty, or any slaves or other private property.” 

Difficulties grew up between Great Britain and the United States as 
to the proper interpretation of this clause; and the questions at issue 
between them with respect to it were, in pursuance of the convention 
between the two countries, of the 20th of October, 1818, submitted to 
the Emperor of Russia, as a friendly arbitrator between them. His 
Imperial Majesty’s award was made on the 22d of April, 1822, and 
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was to the effect “that the United States of America” were “en¬ 
titled to a just indemnification from Great Britain for all private 
property carried away by the British forces ; and as the question re¬ 
gards slaves more especially, for all such slaves as were carried away 
by the British forces, from the places and territories of which the res¬ 
titution was stipulated by the treaty, in quitting the said places and 
territories.” And “ that the United States” were “ entitled to con¬ 
sider as having been so carried away, all such slaves as may have been 
transported from the above mentioned territories on board of the British 
vessels within the waters of the said territories,” &c. Under this 
award, which was adopted by the parties arbitrating, vessels and every 
other species of private property, as well as slaves, taken out of the 
waters of the United States after the treaty took effect, were to be paid 
for by Great Britain. 

Soon after this award was made, a second convention was entered 
into by the two countries on the 12th of July, 1822, for the pur¬ 
pose of carrying the award into effect. This convention provided for 
a joint commission to ascertain the value of the private property for 
which Great Britain was to pay the citizens of the United States. 
Various differences, however, grew up in relation to the execution of 
that convention, which were finally terminated by the convention of 
the 13th of November, 1826, in which Great Britain agreed to pay, 
and the United States to receive, “for the use of the persons entitled 
to indemnification and compensation by virtue of the decision” of the 
Emperor of Russia, and of the convention made to carry it into effect, 
“the sum of twelve hundred and four thousand nine hundred and sixty 
dollars, current money of the United States, in lieu of, and in full and 
complete satisfaction for, all sums claimed or claimable from Great 
Britain, by any person or persons whatsoever, under the said decision 
and convention.” 

At the session of Congress immediately following this convention, 
provision was made for the adjustment of the claims of persons entitled 
to indemnification, under the first article of the treaty of Ghent, and 
for the distribution among such claimants of the sum paid, and to be 
paid by Great Britain, under the convention of the 13th of November, 
1826, by an act approved March 2, 1827. This act created a board of 
commissioners who were authorized to investigate and decide upon the 
claims presented under the treaty. Payments on these claims were 
not to exceed the sum of $1,204,960, received from Great Britain 
under the last convention ; and the commission was, by the act, not 
to continue after the end of the next session of Congress. But after¬ 
wards, in another act, that of May 9, 1828, the existence of the com¬ 
mission was prolonged to the 1st of September of that year. 

The claim of the memorialist was submitted to the board of com¬ 
missioners, agreeably to the provisions of the act creating the commis¬ 
sion, and was by the commissioners rejected on the 27th of August, 
1828, only four days before their power terminated under the act 
calling them into existence. The reason for the rejection of the claim 
is not known to your committee, but it is believed to have been for 
insufficiency in the proof that the vessel was in the waters of the 
United States when the treaty took effect; because it is perfectly clear 
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that upon that ground, and no other, could there have been a decision 
against a claim for the value of the vessel. 

The waters of the United States, within three maritime leagues of 
the line of coasts, are as absolutely a part of the territory of the United 
States as any portion of its soil which is in actual cultivation by its 
inhabitants ; and when those portions of our territory which had been 
in the possession of Great Britain, through the operation of her fleets, 
were delivered up to us “ upon the exchange of the ratifications” of 
the treaty, the right of the former owner of a vessel which had been 
captured by the enemy, and which was at that time in the waters of 
the United States, revived under the law of nations, and the vessel 
became his absolute property in virtue of the right of post liminium 
as completely as though it had never been captured or no war had 
taken place. 

“The sovereign,” says Yattel, “is obliged to protect the persons 
and goods of his subjects, and defend them against the enemy ; there¬ 
fore when a subject or any part of his substance has fallen into the 
hands of the enemy, should any fortunate event bring them again 
into the sovereign’s power, it is certainly incumbent on him to restore 
them to their former state ; he is to re-establish the persons in all 
their rights and obligations, to give back the effects to the owners; in 
a word, to settle everything as they were before they fell into the 
enemy’s hands.” And again, in another place, he says: “ Provinces, 
towns and countries, which the enemy restores by the treaty of peace, 
are certainly entitled to the right of post liminium. For the sover¬ 
eign, in whatever manner he recovers them, is, on their returning 
under his power, to restore them to their former state.” 

The right of the owner of a vessel which had been captured by the 
enemy, and which was in the territories restored by the treaty of 
peace at the time of its restoration, would then have existed, though 
there had been no clause in the treaty of Ghent stipulating that no 
private property should be carried away ; and it would have been the 
duty of our government to have insisted upon the return of the 
vessel carried away in violation of this right of our citizens under 
the law of nations, or upon the payment of its value. But, however 
that may be, the sum of twelve hundred and four thousand nine 
hundred and sixty dollars was acknowledged by Great Britain to be 
legitimately due to citizens of the United States for property belong¬ 
ing to them which had been improperly carried away from our terri¬ 
tories after the peace. The claims allowed by the commissioners are 
believed not to have amounted in the aggregate to the total sum paid 
by Great Britain to the United States for the use of the persons 
entitled to indemnity under the first article of the treaty, as a balance 
of four thousand one hundred and twelve dollars and eighty-nine 
cents ($4,112 89) of that fund still remains in the treasury, as shown 
by a communication from the Treasury Department, dated on the 9th 
of August, 1856. 

There can be no doubt that the memorialist was entitled to be paid 
the value of the schooner “Speedwell,” if she was his property in 
1814, at the time of her capture by the British, and if she was in the 
waters of the United States at the date of the exchange of the ratifi- 
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cations of the treaty of Ghent, which took place on the-day of 
February, 1815. 

The fact that the schooner Speedwell was captured by the British, 
in the Patuxent river, on the 22d of August, 1814, is shown by a let¬ 
ter from Lord Dudley, the English Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, dated February 22, 1828, in reply to one from Mr. Lawrence, 
our secretary of legation in London, asking information with respect 
to the Speedwell; a copy of which letter, furnished to the memorialist 
from our State Department in 1850, is among the papers accompany¬ 
ing the memorial. In this letter from Lord Dudley, it is further 
stated that the Speedwell was taken into the British service and “ em¬ 
ployed in the Chesapeake for the conveyance of troops, stores, and 
provisions up the various rivers and creeks ; ’ ’ and that ‘ ‘ she was 
afterwards employed by Sir Pulteney Malcolm as a tender to his 
Majesty's ship Eoyal Oak, hearing the admiral’s flag,” and that “Sir 
Pulteney Malcolm states that on his return to England the schooner 
Speedwell accompanied the ship under his command.” 

The object of the letter of Mr. Lawrence to Lord Dudley was to 
obtain information as to the position of the Speedwell at the time 
the ratifications of the treaty of Ghent were exchanged. Lord Dud¬ 
ley said in the letter just referred to, that there was not in the records 
of the navy office any log-book from the Speedwell, by which the sit¬ 
uation of the vessel on the day mentioned by Mr. Lawrence could he 
ascertained ; and that Sir Pulteney Malcolm had returned for answer 
to a reference made to him upon the subject, that although he was 
himself at anchor in the Royal Oak, off Mobile, in the Gulf of Mexico, 
on the 17th of February, 1815, he is unable to state positively that 
the Speedwell was in company on that day, as he had frequent occa¬ 
sion to detach that vessel on service. The facts mentioned by Lord 
Dudley go far to create a violent presumption that the Speedwell was 
in the waters and within the territorial jurisdiction of the United 
States on the 17th of February, 1815. 

In addition to this evidence, there are on file among the papers ac¬ 
companying the memorial, statements on oath, made by the memo¬ 
rialist on the 11th day of June, 1850, that he took the deposition of 
Major Archibald W. Hamilton, of the city of Hew York, in or about 
the month of August, 1828, in which he (Hamilton) stated, in effect, 
that he was a prisoner on board the schooner “Speedwell” on the 
17th of February, 1815, and that it was then lying off Mobile, be¬ 
tween Dauphin island and the main land; and that that deposition of 
Major Hamilton, and various other papers relating to his case, were 
on file in the Clerk’s office of the House of Representatives, had been 
called for, and could not be found. 

Taking all the facts into consideration, and giving them their 
full and proper weight, your committee are of opinion that there is 
evidence enough before them to establish, 1st, that the “ Speedwell” 
was captured by the British in the Patuxent river on the 22d of Au¬ 
gust, 1814 ; and, 2d, that she was afterwards employed in the waters 
of the United States, in the service of the British government, during 
the remainder of the war, and did not leave or was not taken out of 
the waters of the United States until after the 17th of February, 1815 ; 
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and that the government of the United States ought now to pay the 
value of the “Speedwell” out of the fund paid into the treasury of 
the United States hy Great Britain for the purpose of liquidating 
claims under the treaty of peace. 

No written title to the schooner in favor of the memorialist is before 
us ; but as his claim to indemnity for the schooner was preferred im¬ 
mediately after the peace, and it was placed on the list of the slaves 
and other private property for which the citizens of the United States 
claimed indemnification, prepared hy the authority of the State De¬ 
partment, under the third, article of the convention of the 12th of July, 
1822, and was prosecuted before the hoard of commissioners appointed 
under the act approved March 2, 182l7; and as the existence and loss 
of the written title to him has been stated, on oath, hy the memo¬ 
rialist, your committee believe that the memorialist may with perfect 
propriety he regarded as its owner at this time, without requiring any 
further proof. 

Your committee, therefore, report a hill for the relief of George W 
Biscoe, and recommend its passage. 

Treasury Department, 
Comptroller’s Office, January 22, 1857. 

Sir : In regard to an inquiry in the latter part of your letter, 17th, 
respecting payments to certain persons whose names you gave for 
property lost under the 1st article of the treaty of Ghent, I send the 
information, so far as it has been ascertained to exist in this office, in 
a tabular statement, drawn up after much investigation, of the old 
public accounts. Permit me to invite your attention to the State Pa¬ 
pers of the House of Representatives, 1st session, 19th Congress, vol. 
6, Report No. 122. 

Most sincerely yours, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY. 

Hon. Miles Taylor, 
House of Representatives. 
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List of names of certain persons claiming compensation under act of 
March 2, 1827, in reply to letter of Hon. Miles Taylor to the Comp¬ 
troller, under date of January 17, 1857; same having reference to 
the first article of the treaty of Ghent. 

Names. Property. Amount of esti¬ 
mated value as 
per report of 
Sec’y of State. 

Amount paid at the treasury. 

Benj. T. Fendall 

McFadden & Harris. 
Michael Tiernan. 

Robert Barrick. 

Blackwell Chilton.... 
John Dudley. 

Caleb Redman. 
Joel Thomas. 

Cave & Richaud.... 

Jeremiah O’Brien & 
Gideon, for Wm. 
O’Brien & John 
Holway. 

For schooner Little 
Eliza. 

For sloop Chance... 
For schooner Caro¬ 

line. 
For schooner Inde¬ 

pendence. 
For sloop Harriet... 
Boat, anchor, and 

cable. 

For schooner Harriet. 
For one vessel from 

20 to 30 tons. 
For ship Victory.,.. 

For schooner Wash- 
ington. 

$2,000 00 

Nothing .... 
3,217 37 

4,000 00 

600 00 
300 00 

Nothing. On the 3d of April, 
1828, Mr. Fendall was paid 
for slave property, by war¬ 
rant No. 487, $1,050 ; and 
on June 4, 1828, by warrant 
No. 756, for one slave, $210 

Nothing. 
Paid on July 31,1827, by war¬ 

rant No. 9500, $1,582 96. 
Paid on April 22,1828, by war¬ 

rant No. 550, $3,000. 
Nothing. 
Nothing. On Dec. 24, 1827, 

Mr. Dudley was paid, by 
warrant No. 10038, for 13 
slaves, $2,730 ; and on Sept. 
13, by warrant No. 1282, 
$932 88. (Final dividends.) 

700 00 Nothing. 
400 00 Nothing. 

8,000 00 

1,500 00 

$12,210 75, on December 17, 
1827, by warrant No. 10005. 

Nothing. 

Department of State, 
Washington, June 1, 1850. 

Sir : I transmit to you herewith copies of papers relative to the 
capture and detention of the schooner Speedwell, of Nottingham, 
Maryland, requested in your note to this department of the 30th 
March last. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN M. CLAYTON. 

Geo. W. Biscoe, Esq., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Lawrence to Lord Dudley. 

16 Lower Seymour Street, 
February 8, 1828. 

The undersigned, charge d’affaires of the United States, has the 
honor to state to the Earl of Dudley, his Majesty’s principal Secretary 



GEORGE W. BISCOE. 7 

of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has been instructed by his govern¬ 
ment to ascertain the date of the capture of the schooner Speedwell, 
of Nottingham, Prince Gr.eorge’s county, Maryland, and to learn 
where this vessel was on the 17th of February, 1815. An extract 
from her log-hook is desired to show at what period she was taken 
from the waters of the United States. 

It is asserted that the Speedwell, of sixty-five tons burden, was 
captured during the invasion of Maryland, in 1814 ; that she was in 
the waters of the United States, on the southern coast, at the time of 
the conclusion of the war; hut no mention of her appears in the 
British list of vessels submitted to the mixed commission under the 
convention concluded at St. Petersburg on the 12th of July, 1822. 

The undersigned would observe that the sole object of the present 
respectful application to his Majesty’s government is to procure in¬ 
formation of importance in deciding on a claim now pending before 
the American commission, instituted for the purpose of distributing 
to those entitled thereto the sums paid by G-reat Britain to the United 
States, in pursuance of the convention of 13th November, 1826. 

The undersigned, therefore, prays that Lord Dudley will have the 
goodness to cause to be procured from the proper department an 
answer to the inquiries which he has been directed to make ; and he 
takes the liberty to add that, as the commissioners for whose use the 
information is desired will probably terminate their labors in the 
month of May next, it is desirable that he should have it in his power 
to make an early communication on the subject to Washington. 

The undersigned requests Lord Dudley to accept the renewed assur¬ 
ances of his highest consideration. 

W. B. LAWRENCE. 
Right Hon. the Earl of Dudley, dc., dc., dc. 

Mr. Lawrence to Mr. Backhouse. 

[Private.] 16 Lower Seymour street, 
London, February 8, 1828. 

Dear Sir: I have just transmitted to Lord Dudley a note, on a 
subject respecting which I have been specially instructed. 

I understand from America that the schooner Speedwell, to which 
it refers, is now employed in the West India service; and as there is 
a vessel on the Jamaica station of that name, mentioned in the navy 
list for January, 1828, page 65, I presume that it is the same. Should 
my conjecture be correct, it may tend to facilitate the acquisition of 
the information desired by my government. I have stated to Lord 
Dudley the reasons which make me wish an early reply, and the po¬ 
liteness which I have heretofore received from you induces me to bring 
the subject under your notice. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
W. B. LAWRENCE. 

J. Backhouse, Esq., dc., dc., Foreign Office. 
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Lord Dudley to Mr. Lawrence. 

Foreign Office, February 22, 1828. 
The undersigned, his Majesty’s principal secretary of state for 

foreign affairs, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
of Mr. Lawrence, charge d’affaires from the United States of America 
at this court, of the 8th instant, requesting to he informed of the date 
of the capture of the American schooner Speedwell; and also where 
that vessel was on the 17th of February, 1815, at which time she was 
in the possession of his Majesty’s forces. 

The undersigned has referred Mr. Lawrence’s note to the admiralty, 
with the view of procuring from that department the information re¬ 
quested by Mr. Lawrence. 

It has appeared from this inquiry that the schooner Speedwell was 
captured on the 22d August, 1814, together with other vessels, in the 
Patuxent, and that she was shortly afterwards taken into his Majes¬ 
ty’s service, and employed in the Chesapeake for the conveyance of 
troops, stores, and provisions, up the various rivers and creeks. She 
was afterwards employed by Sir Pulteney Malcolm as a tender to his 
Majesty’s ship Eoyal Oak, bearing the admiral’s flag; and Sir Pul¬ 
teney Malcolm states that, on his return to England, the schooner 
Speedwell accompanied the ship under his command. Sir Pulteney 
Malcolm left Pensacola on the 7th of April, 1815, arrived at Havana 
on the 21st of April, and at Spithead on the 30th of May, of the same 
year. 

There is not in the records of the navy office any log-book from the 
Speedwell, by which the situation of the vessel on the day mentioned 
by Mr. Lawrence can be ascertained; and Sir Pulteney Malcolm has 
returned for answer to a reference made to him upon the subject, that 
although he was himself at anchor in the Royal Oak, off Mobile, in 
the Gulf of Mexico, on the 17th of February, 1815, he is unable to 
state positively that the Speedwell was in company on that day, as 
he had frequent occasion to detach that vessel on service. 

The undersigned regrets to be unable to return to Mr. Lawrence a 
more satisfactory answer to his note. He avails himself of this op¬ 
portunity to renew to Mr. Lawrence the assurance of his high con¬ 
sideration. 

DUDLEY. 
William Beach Lawrence, Esq,, dc., dc., dc. 

House of Representatives, June 13, 1850. 
The undersigned being acquainted with General George W. Biscoe, 

lately of Prince George’s county, Maryland, but now of the District 
of Columbia, take pleasure in stating that General Biscoe is a gentle¬ 
man of unquestionable integrity and high character, in whose state¬ 
ments implicit reliance may be placed. 

THOMAS G. PRATT, 
RICH’D I. BOWIE. 
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Treasury Department, 
August 9, 1856. 

Sir: For reply to your letter of tlie 8tli instant, I have tlie honor to 
transmit herewith a letter from the Register of the Treasury, contain¬ 
ing the information desired. 

I am, very respectfully, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 

Secretary of tlie Treasury. 
Hon. Miles Taylor, 

House of Representatives. 

Treasury Department, 
Register's Office August 9, 1856. 

Sir : In reply to the reference of the letter of Hon. Miles Taylor 
herewith returned, I have the honor to state that there was received 
from the British government, in the year 1827, the sum of one million 
two hundred and four thousand nine hundred and sixty dollars, 
($1,204,960,) as an indemnity for slaves and other property carried 
away; which sum was appropriated, by the act of March 2, 1827, for 
the payment of such claims as might he admitted and adjusted by the 
commissioners appointed under said act.—(Statutes at Large, vol. 4, 
page 220, sec. 9.) Of this sum there is now in the treasury, undrawn, 
four thousand one hundred and twelve dollars and eighty-nine cents, 
($4,112 89.) 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
F. BIGGER, Register. 

Hon. James Guthrie, 
Secretary of tlie Treasury. 

Department of State, 
Washington, August 7, 1856. 

Sir : In reply to your note of the 4th instant, I have to inform you 
that a careful examination of the records of the proceedings of the 
hoard of commissioners under the 1st article of the treaty of Ghent 
has been made, and it appears that Mr. Biscoe’s claim was allowed 
so far as the slave property was concerned, and the balance rejected. 

The following is a copy of the record of the decision of the board : 
“ August 27, 1828.—Ordered, That the claim of George W. Biscoe, 

for George Biscoe, deceased, (No. 805 on the docket,) for property 
other than slaves, be rejected/’ 

The name ofW. L. Schmidt does not appear on the docket, either in 
connexion with this case or any other. In reply to your second and third 
questions, I have to say that the awards were paid at the treasury, 
upon the certificates of the clerk of the board of commissioners, and 

H. Rep. 146-2 
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that the payments were made under the 9th section of the act of 
March 2, 1827.—(United States Statutes at Large, vol. 4, p. 220.) 

For an answer to your fourth question, relating to the present con¬ 
dition of the fund out of which the payments were made, you are re¬ 
spectfully referred to the Treasury Department. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. THOMAS, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Miles Taylor, 

House of Representatives. 

District of Columbia, ) . ... 
Washington County, \ 
Be it remembered that on this 17th day of June, 1850, personally 

appeared G-eorge W. Biscoe, before me, the subscriber, a justice of the 
peace in and for the District and county aforesaid, and made oath that 
the schooner Speedwell (of Nottingham, Maryland,) which is named 
in the correspondence between W. B. Lawrence, esq., the United 
States charge d’affaires at London, and the British government, was 
captured and carried away as stated in said correspondence, and that 
said schooner was a new vessel of sixty-five tons burden, and had 
been purchased at the price of two thousand dollars only a few weeks 
before her capture, as will appear from the definitive list of property 
now on file in the Department of State ; and he further saith, that 
the bill of sale of said vessel from the original owner, together with 
two depositions of her capture by the enemy, and one deposition from 
Major Archibald W. Hamilton, (of the city of New York,) then a pris¬ 
oner on board the schooner Speedwell, who made oath that this vessel 
was lying in the waters of the United States on the 17th day of Febru¬ 
ary, 1815, on the coast of ^Alabama; and that the bill of sale from the 
original owner, together with all the papers and proofs above men¬ 
tioned, are now lost or mislaid from the Clerk’s office of the House of 
Representatives. 

GEO. W. BISCOE. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written, before me, 
JAMES CALLAGHAN, J. P. 

District of Columbia, County of Washington. 
On this 11th day of June, 1850, personally appeared before me, 

the subscriber, a justice of the peace, George W. Biscoe, of Notting¬ 
ham, in Prince George’s county, Maryland, and made oath on the 
Holy Evangely of Almighty God, that on or about the month of 
August, in the year 1828, he took the deposition of Major Archibald 
W. Hamilton, of the city of New York, to the effect that he was a 
prisoner to Sir Pulteney Malcolm, an admiral in the British navy and 
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commander of his Majesty’s ship “ Royal Oak,” then lying off 
Mobile, in the State of Alabama, on the 17th day of February, 1815, 
as appears from a letter of Lord Dudley to Mr. Lawrence, the United 
States charge d’affaires at London; and that the said Major Archibald 
W. Hamilton stated in his deposition that he was then a prisoner on 
board the schooner Speedwell, lying between Dauphin island and the 
main land, and that said vessel was a tender to the admiral’s ship, 
the “ Royal Oak that the papers in relation to his case, including 
the deposition of Major Archibald W. Hamilton among them, were 
on file in the Clerk’s office of the House of Representatives, and have 
been called for by the Hon. Richard I. Bowie, of Maryland, and 
cannot be found. 

GEORGE W. BISCOE. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written, before 
me, 

JAMES CALLAGHAN, J. P. 

The memorial of George W. Biscoe, of the State of Maryland, re¬ 
spectfully represents: 

That in the year 1814, during the progress of the war with Great 
Britain, he owned a schooner, called the Speedwell, which he had 
recently purchased, being a new vessel, to trade between the port 
of Nottingham, upon the Patuxent river, and the port of Baltimore; 
and that when the British fleet entered the river in quest of Commo¬ 
dore Barney’s flotilla, he removed her from Nottingham, where she 
was then lying, to a place of greater safety, some distance above, to 
a place called Mount Calvert, as far up as vessels of her class usually 
anchored ; and that when Commodore Barney’s flotilla were driven 
from their position, some forty or fifty miles below, the British fleet 
pursued him, and by that means were drawn to the immediate vicinity 
of his schooner, and captured and carried her away from the posses¬ 
sion of your memorialist, and converted her into a tender to the 
British man-of-war Royal Oak, and used her as such, and took her 
to and anchored her off Mobile, where she was on the 17th of Feb¬ 
ruary, 1815, at which place she was lying at the time of the ratifica¬ 
tion of the treaty of peace, which fully appeared from the deposition 
of Major Archibald W. Hamilton, who testified that he was a 
prisoner on board the schooner Speedwell, sent there from on board 
the ship Royal Oak, and that the Speedwell was then, and had been 
for some time, lying between Dauphin island and the main land of 
Alabama, not far distant from said land. 

Your petitioner states that this claim was before the commissioners 
under the treaty of Ghent, and Major Hamilton’s deposition to the 
fact herein stated was on file with the papers in the Clerk’s office of 
the House of Representatives, and has been called for by the Hon. 
Richard I. Bowie, and cannot he found. Your petitioner respectfully 
represents that, from all the evidence in this case, as set forth in the 
correspondence between our government and that of Great Britain, 
together with that of Major Hamilton, it is clearly shown that the 
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Speedwell was within the waters of the United States at the time of 
the ratification of the treaty of peace, and thereby bringing her 
within the first article of the treaty. Yonr petitioner further repre¬ 
sents, that, as a large amount of money remains in the treasury, 
which was paid by the government of Great Britain for the purpose 
of liquidating claims arising under the first article of the treaty of 
Ghent, for captured property then remaining in the waters of the 
United States at the time of negotiating said treaty, your petitioner 
prays that, as his claim comes within the provisions of the treaty, 
he may be allowed for his property thus captured and taken away. 

Your petitioner files herewith his deposition of the fact of the ex¬ 
istence and loss of Major Hamilton’s deposition and of the purport 
of it. 

District of Columbia, County of Washington, ss. 
This thirtieth day of June, eighteen hundred and fifty, personally 

appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for the 
county and district aforesaid, George W. Biscoe, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that the above statement is just and true. 

GEORGE W. BISCOE. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above written, before 
JAMES CALLAGHAN, J. P. 
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